
 

 
Observation Tools 
 

Running Records 
Writing everything as if you are holding a 
video camera and detailing every minute 
of what is going on in the video 
 
Anecdotal Notes 
Anecdotal notes are used for the little bits 
of information that you gather throughout 
your day. 
 
Work Samples & Pictures 
Work samples and pictures are clear 
examples of how children are developing. 
 
Videos 
Using a video can be a simple way to 
observe different moments within a 
classroom. There are many benefits! You 
can rewind, pause, replay, fast forward, 
etc.  
 
Checklists 
Make a list of the skills, observe them 
throughout a day or week, and check them 
off if/when the child has achieved them.  
 
Time/Event Samplings 
A checklist of items/situations that you 
want to see how often they happen. 

 Objective and Subjective 
 
Objective = What you see and is measurable 
 
Subjective = What you interpret and 
includes feelings 
 
Quantitative and Qualitative 
 
Quantitative = quantity and includes 
amount 
 
Qualitative = quality and descriptive 
 
 
Assessments 
 
Different ways to assess children’s abilities! 
 

Observations 
 

Portfolios 
 

Standardized Tests 
 

Self-Assessments 
 

Parent Input 
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Lesson Plan Example 
 

 

 


