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We’re going to give everyone a few minutes to join us and then we’ll get started.

While we wait, if you know where the chat is located, please introduce yourself.

Your name, age group you work with, where you are from, and your favorite childhood 
game.
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Brittney Andrade, MS Early Childhood 
Studies & Kimberlee Turner, MS Ed
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� Keep yourself on mute to keep us on track and refrain from distractions.

� If you have specific or situational questions, please email Kimberlee or I and we’ll get back 
to you as soon as we can.

� Kimberlee is handling chat so any technical questions, please direct them to her.

� We will be having one breakout session and 1-2 breaks.

� PLEASE fill out the evaluation form at the end of the session to give us feedback.

� Certificates: will be sent out today (if you don’t see it by the end of the day, let us know!)

� Recording: will be done within the next few business days (if you don’t see it within a week, 
let us know!)

� “Leave the stories but keep the lessons.” 
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� After reading and discussing curriculum elements, 
participants will be able to recall the elements and 
define them. 

� After reading and discussing weekly lesson plans, 
participants will be able to identify different aspects.

� After practicing weekly lesson plans on chosen 
themes, participants will be able to create their own.
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� Commonly Asked Questions and Curriculum Components

� Themes
� Break

� Weekly Theme Layout
� Weekly Theme Example and Practice

� Break
� Breakout Rooms for Practice

� Review
� Questions
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How are you 
currently feeling 
about curriculum 
development?

Some phrases that people have used to describe 
"curriculum" are:
• overwhelming,
• doesn't allow enough time to follow children's 

interests,
• frustrating,
• intensive,
• time spent making sure toddlers don't eat the 

materials,
• fun,
• helps them be more organized,
• weekly Sunday activity,
• and many, many more!
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� What is curriculum?

� What is typically included in curriculum?

� Why does the curriculum have to be developmentally appropriate?

� What do you do with your curriculum if you have children in your care who are at different 
stages of development?

� Where do you find curriculum components that are developmentally appropriate for the 
children in your care?

� The big question is... do you always have to follow the curriculum?
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It is just a collection of lesson plans, activities, books, etc. 
into themes that can be used with children.
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Curriculum could include lesson plans, activities, games, 
puzzles, music, books, and much more. Just because all of 
those were listed, doesn't mean that if a curriculum doesn't 

include those, it won't be considered curriculum. 
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You might be thinking, that's a silly question! Everyone 
should know this, but that's not always the case. Plus it's 
always smart to review! Developmentally appropriate is 

different than age appropriate.
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This is an important question! You don't have to scrap your 
curriculum if this is the case. You can adapt it to fit the 

children in your care. It is always a good idea to include 
adaptations within your lesson plans to be ready when you 
need them but sometimes you do have to think on the fly. 
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That's a great question! If it was only as simple as finding 
any lesson online and it being 100% developmentally 

appropriate for the children in your care, that would be 
awesome! But that's not the case. 
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Nope! It's often a misconception that you MUST always 
follow what you planned or else it's a failure. That's not 

accurate at all! This often is when educators throw up their 
arms and quit trying to use curriculum. 
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Lesson plans

Activities

Games

Puzzles

Music

Books
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“Five little speckled frogs
Sat on a great big log

Eating the most delicious 
bugs (yum, yum)

One jumped into the pool
Where it was nice and cool

Then there were four speckled 
frogs.”

(Repeat the verse with one 
fewer frog each time)
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Please answer the 
questions in the poll to 

gauge your 
understanding so far.
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Questions???
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Animals

Colors

Transportation

Occupations

Farm
Community

Food

Shapes

Plants

Outdoors

WaterWeather

Spring

Dinosaurs
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Now you’re going to get 
to practice in a group!

Any questions first?

Infant – birth to 1 year
Toddler – 1 to 3 years

Preschool – 3 - 5 years
Family – All 
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� After reading and discussing curriculum elements, 
participants will be able to recall the elements and 
define them. 

� After reading and discussing weekly lesson plans, 
participants will be able to identify different aspects.

� After practicing creating weekly lesson plans on 
chosen themes, participants will be able to create 
their own.
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Questions???
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Contact information:

� Brittney Andrade, MS Early Childhood Studies

 Brittney@cdastars.com

� Kimberlee Turner, MS Ed

 Kimberlee@cdastars.com

34


